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Abstract
The historic organization of the medieval Ethiopian military regiments

awaits a comprehensive historical study. The present study examines the role
of the Ciiwa military regiments in stimulating cultural interaction among
peoples of diverse identities across regions. The primary sources for the study
are royal chronicles of Ethiopian emperors, hagiographies, missionaries’
accounts and other contemporary sources. It is found that from the
fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries, the Ethiopian Ciiwa military regiments
had exhibited three major experiences. These are the organization of a mixed
ethno-religious and multi-lingual regiments, settlement of the Ciwa in
newly integrated regions and remote frontiers and their intermingling with
the local population. These long processes of interaction and cultural
exchange have stretched to the shifting political geography of the Ethiopian

state.
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Fén A4 10+ 0 34h avlEPTFT 1AL TIPS av<PP av 8 SHTIHG +mepar
PU-T WILTLLNLST PhACRPD-T Féh erhh, aoPr? 103 POVAL
eremICt: eRRI PANGTTL AG ZAth® At NCT PAméet aPASATY

1 oop W& Hooy: W28 PO H-hAao 7 ATTaPAvt NhhoCt-FA OHPorm 10

2 O78C LLACAL 4¢h av9PUCS AR L PUHNG QUA HANC F-éh taveis:

3  Shiferaw Bekele (1990), “Reflection on the Power Elites of the Waraseh
Masfenate (1786-1853),” Annales d’Ethiopie, XV, pp. 157-179; Brian ].
Yates (2002) “Invisible Actors: The Oromo and the Creation of Modern
Ethiopia (1855-1913),” PhD Dissertation, Department of History,
University of Illinois; Idem (Fall/Winter 2010-2011), “Acculturation in
the Déga: Local Negotiations in Amhara/Oromo Relations,” International
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, V1, 11; Heran Serke Berhan (2002), “Building
Bridges, Drying Bad Blood: Elite Marriage, Politics and Ethnicity in the
19th and 20th Century Imperial Ethiopia,” PhD Dissertation,
Department of History, Michigan State University; Awegichew Amare
(2019), “Ya-Oromo Hazb Tariken Yatdnatdrasu Yatorakest Tdqaranowoc
Lamalédzab Yahazbana Bahal Mastdgabar Tarik Marmar Mina," [The
Role of A History of Interaction and Integration of People and Culture
to Relax Conflicting Narratives in Oromo History] Journal of Afroasiatic
Languages, History and Culture, VIIII, II, pp. 221-245.
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ATCXCPTT 40P av(dt LAD- AANAN. “T7rT PR AONLEI° 1D+ 2y
PAD-D-T Féh LB HavGt 0+821% PHALR +PTOT eHAT40TS APl
0NN PARTE LePTFT omAT PAt 1@ PANTSLC aPPPETT
NaPHCOF HA £A Lav 70t Foh CAT AR CAtRLmE e+avHIN: Lot
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VHOT ackt 099010t “0+AAC MY oot eolpav <6 234h Ahd
1@z

PHANC LeATT AaeHARE ACKAT ATINETG +RTIP ATILLA TAV TG
PINGTFD ANTRLLPE  COPF-ANTIPE YROITHR: 7AENET OFLLP
ALLEBBATG ANPT 10434 AATID-9° (I FAPPehs PATELEL T O-OT PI1.54
TUNLANTFT ALAOAN: P7LT N Pao(rFINC ol NaPHCOT 096 “I7ry
AG PATL UIC ABFT 99004 247 71C7T av10F INC: NHY 418 av¥eivts
oLt FRIPEE AT PTINLAN VIC-0PA ALLEET (AS (H0NC
NG +e At PoA ALCIPA:

(V9 e+14 A7 OHANC Foh NT AN AZPTE VST PANAIPS
aPYLy: (11907 (10FL43F AT NWNLAN O témé ACATP PTTFrT
aol,(VF O+24 71 av(vEINET Ot LLCIPA:S 1F-4h UG HLE: AaPivtINC
Fen AG PAILTE AP SHAM® Hedot AIPNHI® (LIPYI° 077 AEN HONCT
MA79Rrt A A4TS PAPT T PFPA: PhCATS AT ANAPS Féh
TCRTF OFALP £L8 PHPTETE OFRIPETS oHNFR7T T1S PALSN:® LUTS
POFLLP Foh PPCIPC Fer T4 Fhedt Ll PA: G 784 O hS 277 Ath
O-m AT 01O OAL. PAFERE 360 mC APt LTWNLANTT FAAC A7910
AS W7R0G TIPSt @A PGt aoph jm-:

PATERET eMC AP Féh ATITTTH O-ANAN T8CHT Ak P34h
a(EPTF o0 CFo-: \Z70Ath H10 AS 291904t A1&FT (aomed®

4 Awegichew Amare (2021), “The Imperial Traditions of the Ethiopian
State and the Oromo Factor (XIV-XVIII Centuries),” PhD Dissertation in
History, Addis Ababa University, pp. 136-158.

5 HihTu-

6  ehchts URTISHY aPNddts NAFTRL av v pC LA@T F6he FAnC havah
eu7T toodvt= Taddesse Tamrat (1972), Church and State in Ethiopia, 1270-
1527 (London: Clarendon Press). PANAS Féhi AI&TFS 9°0-&7 TGHF7
(tavant POL P9UETt AL €141 TTT ATITT T 2UTT tovhnt:: Hussein Ahmad
(1992), "The Historiography of Islam in Ethiopia." Journal of Islamic
Studies. 111, 1, pp. 15-46).
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hEA T A2LI04F emPad: -+, 18LEFEP AT PUINGT: 01018
aoao @ Y RavMMCS PP AG NG PardlT AWP? NILD+ PTLTT D+
P ACPET ORTCE N9Pvigf: AG NAPCOT AaPLI1e LA 1NC:®
haO+G@ eoh H hPaelo- PANATIPET PANGTT AIPTEC LIt A
M25@-6¢ 135@ av h H. (AN (OCOC) P10 PHTR ACO-av7 v PAERS
gt ANINGTFo- oG AGPF vrd (tevant O eF¢h A1eTF TITTE
ANTFAI: LTS Lar vt ACAF@- hahMT1@-07 OC NiNeFO- +0C
AS ¢hhC omAd A229LP7 NQVAE Q-7 0vk: A-V79S VLTS P2 em-
PMLYE ANCE, 100 WL PLIPRFFM® 0FLLP PPNt AChT LT ELTFPA
T0de 030N G A&PF 10T 0ot ATEAING NAANA HSP P84T
A9 0PN TSR LmBTINz®

OmC &Pt TNF ChFCRET LaoirtINC Féh APRC NTLTFA avAh-
TAY ADP PFLL10+ g5 @« av fLH. BI°C INC:: 20E-PE hGaeT (A4S0 aPAh
PTLLB (1AG AT°L 687 (1314-44 %.9°.) Havy 101G (HAPr Ate&P hi-t
AR POFLC ALLEEAT Nzt WILG® rra-TvE £91. (&Pt 1m-:
UCATGO (1FPLE (MG aPSPF 0o1avs. £, APt 10 (AL v-2FG 0F
PILAGC Pt MO A&P OOTTD- NEA 10 POORLLADG Al A~

78U TGt CAQ.CT ALY PHIPY ASTMC SMPTIN: Ako.b. (VLA TaPADTA

8 Merid Wolde Aregay (1997), “Military Elites in Medieval Ethiopia,”
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, XXX, 1, p. 37.

9 David W. Phillipson (2004), “The Aksumite Roots of Medieval Ethiopia,”
Journal of British Institute in East Africa, pp. 77-89.

10 Marie-Laure Derat (2020), "Before the Solomonids: Crisis, Renaissance
and the Emergence of the Zagwe Dynasty (Seventh-Thirteenth
Centuries)" in Samantha Kelly (ed), A Companion to Medieval Ethiopia and
Eritrea (Netherlands, Leiden: Brill Publishers), p. 49.
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£7%: QUAT VRIS AN PT@-MM P MC APt 10T ALh
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(LUP'F ACO NCAT° A0S 105 PMC APk £/146F7 BAC £7NC NT10%4TT
oL Mt PtmPANTT Mt ATSTEY haenmP OFenls (HbEPs Lot
04t O-OT PU.5C VHOTFT LVTrHS AL TE Pavt+A9RS eomNP ALY
O Pz

A FO4LS Do Yo00T avFANLS P PTT ATU-9° h9Phs-P AT
NGLPT ML PO ACH ALC aPTLL NEAT T T PTLLLT TN44S AT
ATPOPOLPTT APSNMC LA LT ATPAPA A1 Pt aohddt
PNt PSAE? N hPNg hern@- ntg° entith: Ao2th? Teathes
APPth $7% +GI6P T hCATST AOAIPGE ALU-ES AT AP o7
ao(+21C haemNPT: TINPMAT TIAAT ATIC 45 @ a0 h H. e+PPa@- eMC
ALLEET AR NJ LAMPA::

+OOCT £9A PP MC WGP 10T

3g@ avH. TI°C CADT PALPET OWAPST TWNLANE I°75> avd A
PALLEE AT VHAR POl S NHY-“YrE AdPlSt £9HA= A% 20§ APAh
(1270-1285 9.9°.) HALe NECT 22915t PINGTF@- OFLETT LANAN AU
OF+ALI° PAP +®AL (&Pt “A0E 149 0910 (1£9% LFOPA: Hav'r7y
et eFoh Ut OHALI® 3RO FIPLT  avCo%k MALKCOL
WL mbkav-t eRNTAIPAN (LD 0197 AP O-AT hLTH 03P T ag° OC

11 QHY eMC hRLEET AL NE avl8F ATITTF Phl AI°LETTT BT aPPAN LovAhk:-
G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965) The Glorious Victories of Amda Seyon
(Oxford: Clarendon Press). See also Richard Pankhurst and Andreu
Martinez d’Alos Moner (2007), “Military Units,” Encyclopaedia Athiopica,
V, pp. 430-433.

12 ACH ALETE 108M7%F RHEU-I° NHALR av<@ (L9t AATICHD. NLOME DGR AT
NG FeCT PILTLDT VHA nPATT A& SPT oLt AT PP T AP 1847
PavhARA PMC AT W78 T OL TP PTG POAGPET IOV AT OLavSNMC W88

aChe OPeHFa. A&t PA: Merid Wolde Aregay (1974), “Population
Movements as a Possible Factor in the Christian-Muslim Conflict of
Medieval Ethiopia,” Symposium Leo Frobenius; Perspectives of
Contemporary African Studies, pp. 266-281.
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145@ a@ L H. AMC (&P 10T Féh A%h 920§ Phdot 10C: NHaPE
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+mPad: (LU ATIOIE (194, LavEavsem- BG aPPhri el T (dt emC
1P hedeF F100PA: A1LTD (&Pt (tavaaeh(F AN PFAPap:

13 Taddesse Tamrat (1972), Church and State in Ethiopia.....,p. 119; Merid
Wolde Aregay (1997), “Military Elites in Medieval .....”, p. 41.

14 Carlo Conti Rossini (ed/tran) (1961-62), Historia regis Sarsa Dengil (Malak
Sagad). Accedit historia gentis Galla, curante I. Guidi, 1l vols., CSCO II ser.,
III (Paris, 1907), repr. as CSCO XX-XXI, SAe III-1V (Louvain) (text), p. 16.

15 Mz v (text), 16. 40-41.

16 Taddesse Tamrat (1972), Church and State in Ethiopia.....,p. 126.

17 Merid Wolde Aregay (1971), “Southern Ethiopia and the Christian
Kingdom 1508- 1708, With Special Reference to the Galla Migrations and
their Consequences,” PhD Dissertation, Department of History, SOAS,
University of London, p. 136.

18 Taddesse Tamrat (1972), Church and State in Ethiopia.....,p. 120.

19 Merid Wolde Aregay (1974), “Population Movements......”, pp. 266-281.
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AP AQAT PTHALE PMC hEAT? ATePAPhe £L249 AANING P0&-PET
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ACT: RATICE FénP APA®T (FerAnENT TCHF@- AL 140
POLALT ONAN Nk Parad apPF aohd AAD APLOT7E A% AP+
(1375-1404)F A% SOUP (1413-1428) A% HCALOSN (1434-1468)F AT A%
MO-LPA PHFIMaP-+7 ANPFPA:: > AIHY ATPT UrETIECE QAdtav-f
PTHYE BG aPPOA PATINHG TCTHIPT ACTA AL (ATINHT PCOPA::*

20 G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965), The Glorious Victories of Amda
Seyon....., p. 81.

21 AnapE erhors fovd APPTT ALY TF T FwrR0ra Ignazio Guidi
(1889), “Le Canzoni Geez-Amarina in onore di re Abissini,” Rendiconti
della Reale Accademia dei Lincei, series IV, V (Roma), pp. 53-66. “1T9°E Fa(l.
P£LLTIT hATY (MFavalt PPv-e® 1387 tordhti André Caquot (1957), "La
royauté sacrale en Ethiopie,” Annales d’Ethiopie, 11, pp. 205-218.

22 A% A9°L 627 PHINE AITIOT NEIPA N40 L0LALT OO FOAE NHS aPPhk OC
+C0.0: G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965), The Glorious Victories of

Amda Seyon..... p. 132.

23 Girma A. Demeke, Grammatical Changes in Semitic: A Diachronic Grammar
of Amharic (Trenton NJ: Africa World Press, 2014), pp. 262-272.

24 G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965), The Glorious Victories of Amda

Seyon.....,76. 129-130.
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PATICE API™E (Havr ATICT 194 AAPT PATINHG A7 HCTHI° 1971960
O+aA avl8TF &FAN::

ACNG: q9°L: pP7::
aPAAT: PONT::
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ho$: BN8CT::
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25 hof Oft a0 87T 10L Mt
26 (1S aPPhN VLLL- NTLA LbarMA::
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WA M7 A9Pe7::
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ALLTO@: TYHT::
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Ty PLU: NOAT::
ANRGND: &k
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GgeL: 627 A9°: LHE::
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27 At ACE (A1« PTAGPL TIRE AT &TAA:: G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965),

The Glorious Victories of Amda Seyon....., p. 133.

28 PHAGLM. 09E9° TIH; TInL “100” 103
29  APAT TN AT £TAN:: 4G 89T 4T @~ oo L H. 2959° LR hGA?

30

LOAGGN::
PFAT, PTLAD (AT ThA UETITT 184 AL (04T P73 0PD- L4 T EI°C
PITREA AF° PINE 121 QUTT NHCHC AGPLAT RIHYT TOHT Faviht: Ernest
Alfred Wallis Budge (1906) (ed./tran), The Life and Miracles of Takla
Haymanot in the Version of Dabra Libands (London: privately printed for
Lady Meux): Daniel Kibret (2011), "Ityopyawiw Surafi, Yd-abuné
Taklihaymanot Ydhayowot Tarikona Asatdwaso (The Ethiopian Sur'afi, The
Biography and Achievements of Abuné Tékldhaymanot) (Addis Ababa).
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AAF@- oM NPT aPOlt OFLLP 104 CTHATNTFD- ¢MC NPT PHALP
APT% PAD-G 7T PPCN ALT @RI eNAAN FANC ANFD- oM AHTCT
gave. 40C: thAar et WA (R0 POF)E DEIP (4L0F) (9P0A
TTGOFOYS AL NPFFOT 191048 avdlr P91mé 104 % (AL
PALT D MC WL INC TPLE AL SC FPA TOCPLE ChICTFTFD WTPOFP(
nTLThAAN  £708  OC  PTlavand:  QPRTF@ WL O-PpPFR 0P
PILLTLAPCI® WILING HHAN +PPPm A= QY emC hed OFALR NPT
AAMS LOAL 1N

N7 MG aPAZ L LTLMéT9° PHALP NLTD ANTFD-:: APCLT MCavt
(MC FAN712): APCLT OCOPT 007 (LB MC P7LeH)T APCET ANLET
(A 26-LPT)7 ACBF A LA @A (0A DA)F OHT 10525 AR QVAE
£7%6T KOPTF PHONM: OFLETF avFLFm- 716 (PA eMCrE aPaseP TG
PD1E QNPT ATPL ADD-T \99L:L AV U3 4P

NPOHE? 2LAT ATE.09° hllG @18 QdPT PANANO<T +PhE 077504
MM APt @I AFAA: MCE DAS Pat (OP+ aPAlIP TP 104
LUTS NHALE ANANPT Paom- OFLETF L-AFD<7 PMC avasP emebav-g©
NC: AANTEI® 0999 AS HAT 11&F NavCHE PORFFO- HIT 104 eh NPT
a3 (leemed® mAtT MC LaPO+7G 9T ParANC AT PHN'RIP 11423

31 AA% ARLBPT NATICE N+IMa™ Pa™9h )mqeF dohhg (F2%6ee:- Girma A.
Demeke, Grammatical Changes in Semitic: A Diachronic Grammar of
Ambharic (Trenton NJ: Africa World Press, 2014), pp. 262-263).

32 G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965), The Glorious Victories of Amda
Seyon.....,p. 81, Taddesse Tamrat (1972), Church and State in
Ethiopia....,pp. 90-94; Richard Pankhurst and Andreu Martinez d’Alos
Moner (2007), “Military Units”, p. 430.

33 G.W.B. Huntingford (ed/tran) (1965), The Glorious Victories of Amda
Seyon.....,p. 81; Richard Pankhurst and Andreu Martinez d’Alos Moner
(2007), “Military Units”, p. 431.

34 Richard Pankhurst and Andreu Martinez d’Alos Moner (2007), “Military
Units”, p. 430.

35 Nz he v

36 Merid Wolde Aregay (1971), “Southern Ethiopia and the Christian
Kingdom....., p. 96.
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nCoke? OF2CF 7T e tm- AgvaAav: MC avg O1PA=* M520PF
MHF PAF@- PNCOLLT P77 0EN A9Pe-CTS PMC avY 8.0 Nh9I9° Ayang:
AAELIP OC (9o PRCHES T a0t MC O1HPA:: 1543 9.9°. (HLL10-
P0eq L9 MmCrt @PTI° NC AASLT MC &Pt AME hitolh-t @O
PheatPr? av it ohe heake? @FLCF 1044

M6T®- av LH. A28 AL PATEXL av Pttt 0GPt 70T G MG
OGP AT8000N0 AN 42U L191250= AL AT £7°10\ M529 9.9°. 16,000
4LNT WG 200,000 AE ACPT INLD-: LUIC NHILLE A1D<E TE9PE
NL°LCE A7PFE P8 WG POL-TY PH@-ma 0NC=* (AT 1M@D-8.P0 HavYy
(1540-1559 9.9°.) S0P BT CAACXL AP TPAPAPA: hnCAPEC £09T
IC oo Z°CEDARET C1GT TPI° AaPEavs @ LH (4T A19.044 ALCIPA:
PAD-CT®-PTT PG MC @1f ANPTI®  AATEXe MmC (&P
AOTIPLPA:"

A% ACO &7 PHALR hedeT Pt MC AR 1IN@-: NF4h 1T AL
A ao(4PT BT AP QD PRAET LA 0Y2F 19CLO 780, OHt
TnPAPA: NHY O Teno969° ART WCE AlA PE dP4CE “1C78E RCOTE DL
A9C (0L 18C-OFLC?)E PACT NGA PUPID- P AT9.U9° PECh AG PaPAAgL
MC h&aT 104 oECh hedeT §CE TavC AT bCTI9 NaPOA 830 P
NGePT tac-0 emC hGd L9 ANCTH (MCT) 20AA= Lu-7T Nh&A
Hovy T(4P O QA 5P a It 8MC G A PPy PFAD- RCO7 104
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ANAL7 P9Lmbor 104 AT QA aPARI° (AZOAT AF° PTLMEI° 105 877

51 Deresse Ayenachew (2020) “Territorial Expansion and Administrative
Evolution.....”, p. 77.

52 Henry Edward John Stanley (1881) (ed/tran), Narrative of the Portuguese
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56 M iy~

57 1t heiu-i 16% 19, 22, 31, 35.

58 it hoiu-i 197 45.
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